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great abuses, natives being practically kidnapped into slavery; but gradually regulations and restrictions were introduced.

The whole system of coolie migration from India is under strict regulation by the British government. Emigration is permitted only through Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and every precaution is taken against fraud, and for the health and comfort of the coolies while on board ship.

In British Guiana the coolies form two-fifths of the population, and in Mauritius nearly three-fifths of it. Natal has coolies in the proportion of one in fifteen of its population. In British East Africa their arrival is welcomed. In the West Indies, in Trinidad in particular, they form so considerable an element of the population (one-third) that missionaries have been forced to make themselves proficient in Hindustani to enable them to reach the people. The coolie system is also in vogue in the Federated Malay States. The United States, Canada, and Australia all have laws restricting or forbidding the importation or immigration of Chinese labor. In this connection see IMMIGRATION.

Cooper, Ashley.   See Shaftesbury.

Cooper, Sir Astley Paston (1768-1841), English surgeon, was born at Brooke Hall, near Norwich. He resigned his lectureship in surgery at St. Thomas' (held since 1792), and was prime mover in the establishment of the medical school at Guy's Hospital (1825), and in 1828 he was appointed surgeon to the king. His most valuable works are his splendidly illustrated Hernia (1804-7), and his Dislocations and Fractures of the Joints (1822). Consult Life by B. B. Cooper.

Cooper, Charles Henry (1808-66), English biographer and antiquaiy, was born in Great Marlow, Buckinghamshire, and from 1849 on" wards was town clerk of Cambridge. He is the author of three works of first-rate importance: The Annals of Cambridge (5 vols. 1842-53); Athena Cantabrigienses (2 vols. 1858-61), suggested by Anthony a Wood's similar Oxford work; and Memorials of Cambridge (3 vols. 1858-66).

Cooper, George Henry (1821-91), American naval officer, was born at Fort Diamond, New York Harbor. He entered the U. S. Navy as a midshipman in 1837 and served in the Mexican War, taking part in the attacks on Tabasco and Tuxpan. In the Civil War, as, commander he commanded the monitor Sangamon in operations against the fortifications of Charleston, S. C. He became a captain (1869), a commodore (1874), and a rear

admiral (1881), was president of the Board of Inspection (1877-80), and for some time Defore his retirement in 1884 was in command of the North Atlantic Squadron.

Cooper, Henry Ernest (1857-1929), American public official, was born in New Albany, Ind. He moved to Honolulu, Hawaiian Is-.ands, in 1890. He was attorney-general of Hawaii at the time of the annexation of the islands by the United States in 1898 and their organization as the Territory of Hawaii in 1899, when he was appointed first secretary of the territory.

Cooper, Jacob (1830-1904), American Presbyterian clergyman and educator, was born in Butler County, Ohio. From 1866 to 1883 he was professor of Greek at Rutgers College, and he held the chair of philosophy at the same college from 1839 unt^ n*s death, He wrote lives of George Duffle! d, Theodore Woolsey, and William Preston Johnson and other books.

Cooper, James Fenimore (1789-1851), American novelist, was born Sept. 15, 1789, in Burlington, N. J. In 1790 his father, William Cooper, removed with the family to Otsego Lake, N. Y., where he founded the village of Cooperstown upon a large tract of land secured a few years previously, and in 1799 erected the family mansion known as Otsego Hall. It was here that Fenimore Cooper gained the knowledge of frontier life and of Indian traits and character which are so truthfully portrayed in his Leather stocking Tales. Fenimore received his education at Albany, N. Y., and at Yale. He then shipped before the mast on a merchant vessel by way of preparation for entrance to the U. S. Navy, in which he was appointed a midshipman in 1808. He served for three years, chiefly on the Great Lakes, and resigned in iSn.

Cooper's first novel, Precaution (1820), met with little success, but The Spy published the following year created such a furor that the author gave himself altogether to literary work. He removed to New York about this time, having published The Pioneers (1823), the earliest written of the Leatherstocking series. Their order in narrative is, The Deerslayer (1841), The Last of the Mohicans (1826), The Pathfinder (1840), The Pioneers (1823), and The Prairie (1827). Of these The Last of the Mohicans is by common consent Cooper's greatest work. Meanwhile The Pilot (1823-24), suggested by the lack of genuine sea-element in Scott's The Pirate, was the first book to bring Cooper enduring fame. He removed to Paris in 1826, whence he wrote for the No-